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The Pursuit of Happyness
Summary 
The pursuit of happiness follows the story of a struggling family which looks for ways of succeeding. Chris Gardner is married to Linda and has a little boy named Christopher. Chris and his wife spend all their money in purchasing medical scanners which Chris is tasked with selling. Chris finds it difficult to find buyers for the scanners leading to various struggles in the family such as late rent payments the stress in the relationship increases as Linda is forced to put in more hours of work to provide for the family. Chris meets a stockbroker while marketing his scanner who introduces him to his new line of work which does not require a degree to join. He is offered an internship period in the stockbroker company from where he would study and practice selling stocks. His wife however sees it as a downgrade for him and she eventually leaves. Various challenges follow as Chris tries to provide for his young son and strive towards his goal. The theme of determination as shown by Chris when pursuing a better life requires more reflection. 
Personal Implications 
The movie shows an example of the struggles that parents go through when raising their children. Chris Gardner faces numerous challenges including eviction and fighting homelessness while still trying to find a job to provide for his young son. Personally, the movie showed the various challenges parents go through to provide for their children although the children may not always be there to see it. 
The movie showed the significance of bonding to the growth of a child. I have always believed that parents who spend more time with their children can develop better bonds with their kids. Although Chris Gardner has to spend much time working and marketing his scanners, he still makes time for his child, like picking him up from the daycare and taking him to the park. He takes his time to bond with his son while instilling good behavior in him and motivating him to stay positive.   Despite the struggles, they undergo including sleeping on a bus and fighting for social shelter, his young son Christopher always says that he trusts him. This bond lacks between the young boy and his mother Linda who leaves the family amid struggles. 
One of the scenes I agreed most with is where Chris Gardner goes to an interview coming straight from jail.  His determination to get the job is not undermined by sleeping in jail or not putting on clean clothes. This determination pays off as he eventually gets the job to change his own life and the life of his child. 
Professional Implications 
One of the most emotional scenes in the movie is where Chris Gardner and his find their house locked for failure to pay rent. They end up in a train station at late night and the only choice they have is spending the night in the bathrooms. Mr. Gardner is seen crying as someone knocks on the door from the outside while his son is sleeping. This intrigues emotions towards the character due to the hardships they have to go through without the help of anyone. When his life later changes after acquiring the job, it shows the significance of not giving up on pursuing professional goals. 
One of the scenes did not agree with is where Linda eaves amidst family hardships. Although she understands that Mr. Gardner faces various challenges in getting any money, she does not fight to leave with her son to New York where she was getting a new job. This shows an example of parental neglect which may have various implications for the future of the child. This also makes the young Christopher blame himself for the departure of his mother. 
The movie shows the importance of determination and positivity in achieving personal or professional goals. The movie shows the hardships and challenges in the path to achieving individual or family goals. Chris and his wife show two different characters with none choosing to run while the other strives to get a good life for his family. This at a personal level is a motivation to remain hopeful and determined regardless of the prevailing circumstances. This also shows that working with kids at a professional level requires many sacrifices. 


Matilda
Movie Summary 
The plot of the movie follows the story of a young girl Matilda whose parents are generally unpleasant. Her father Harry Wormwood uses abusive language while subjecting her to a hard life from a young age. This forces her to learn much by herself as her parents seem to be less concerned about her welfare. The irritation she gets from her father shouting to her makes her realize that she had a powerful gift. When her father allows her to join school she finally meets Mrs. Honey who cares for her. At the school, she also meets the headmistress Mrs. Trunchbull who bullies and abuses children both verbally and physically in the name of disciplining them.  Mrs. Trunchbull shows unpleasant behavior just like Matilda’s parents who are always abusive and participate in illegal activities to acquire money. Matilda from learning by herself adopts the notion that bad behavior should not be left unpunished. The theme of parenting requires great reflection due to the various actions Matilda's parents choose to do in front of her.
Personal Implications 
 I can personally connect with the movie mostly based on how Matilda's parents and the school headmistress underestimate her. Many people tend to underestimate children and are always amazed by knowledgeable children. This shows how little people tend to expect from children. Although the movie shows some powers which may be an exaggeration in real life, it should be perceived as a normal thing for children to be smart. Although Matilda’s father always looks down on her, she outsmarts him in realizing that federal agents are parked outside their house. 
The movie confirmed the significance of parental presence in the lives of their children. Parents have a significant role in leading their children to become better. Matilda’s parents do not take their time to nurture their children and lead them in the right way. due to this neglect, she has to learn so much by herself. When she discovers her powers, she doesn’t have any of her parents to help her nurture the powers to become a productive person. Rather, she chooses by herself that the powers she possessed could be used in punishing people with bad behavior like Mrs. Trunchbull. 
The scenes I disagreed with include Mrs. Trunchbull punishing the children at school. She uses abusive words towards the children and unpleasantly treats them. In one scene, she forces a young kid to eat a whole cake while the others watch hoping that it would affect him. She also throws another child over the fence for having pigtails which she did not like. This shows an example of children abuse in the name of punishment. She is also a highly aggressive person and a bully who always instills fear in the minds of the children. 
Professional Implications
 One of the scenes I made an emotional connection with is where tears drop off Matilda’s eyes onto the book she was reading. She seemed lonely and wanted to be in school learning with other children. When she asks to be taken to school, her parents do not even know whether she is old enough to be in school. She seems to get no care from her family including her brother who seems to bully her. She ends up lonely in her room as she understands that no one is there for her. 
One of the scenes I agree with includes Miss Honey's interaction with the children in her class especially Matilda. As the narrator in the film states, she accepted children for who they really her. She sees Matilda’s ability in multiplying large numbers and asks the headmistress to move her to a higher grade. She also makes efforts to visit her parents about the ability she sees in Matilda despite her parents showing no sense of care. 
The movie sends a special message on the importance of nurturing children to achieve their potential. Just like the movie shows, children may have various abilities but they need to be nurtured to put those abilities to the right use. I can apply this message both professionally and personally in the future when interacting with children. It is also important to accept children for who they are without underestimating them. 
